'THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION'
Another preliminary observation must be made: the evils
attributed to the inventions were not wholly due to the
introduction of machinery. They were caused in some
measure by the circumstances of the period. It was a mis-
fortune for England that, at a time when the tempo of
economic change was being accelerated and the race was to
the swift and the strong, the inevitable evils of the transition
were aggravated by a succession of wars. First came the
Seven Years* War, then the American War of Independence,
then the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. They had
a detrimental effect upon trade and industry, and were
partially responsible for the high price of food because it was
difficult to import corn from the Baltic. This produced intense
distress among the poor whose wages did not rise in propor-
tion. Nor did the establishment of peace in 1815 bring with
it plenty, for though foreign corn became available its
importation was checked by the corn laws. Moreover Europe
was too impoverished to buy our goods, wrhile in addition
the English labour market was flooded with many thousands
of discharged soldiers and sailors. Further the currency was
inflated with the result that its value was depreciated. At
the same time there was an unparalleled growth of the
national debt, coupled with a fantastical fiscal system since
the succession of wars necessitated very heavy taxation.
Again it was largely on account of the wars that a free hand
was given to employers during the epoch of the inventions
to transform the system of industry without any attempt at
control or supervision on the part of the state. Economic
forces were allowed to operate without hindrance, partly
from the conviction that in the life and death struggle with
France the production of wealth must over-ride all humani-
tarian considerations. It is improbable that, if circumstances
had been normal, the government of the day would have
shown its apparent indifference to the evils which attended
the introduction of machinery. In short the dislocation of
economic life helps to explain much of the prevailing distress;
and the war atmosphere helps to explain the failure of the
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